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Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) 
reported: Messenger of Allah (PBUH)said: 

Removing something harmful from 
the road is sadaqa.... 
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hree years ago you would have found me sitting 



at one end of a long table teaching the Bible at my 



ocal church, busily explaining the scriptures and 
answering questions/In real time it wasn't that long 



ago, but in spiritual time, it was eons! 



first started learning about Islam in practice when 
started writing about the culture and struggles of 
Maghreb peoples. I had many online and telephone 



conversations 



an 




interviews 



■ 



as 



conducted 



I ■ m 

research and even more when I decided to learn how 
to speak Arabic to make that research easier. 

Naturally I ended up I making friends with a few 
Muslims. When one of them told me be woujdn't be 
content until I converted to Islam, I laughed like a 
maniac. 



Why do I mention all this? Because I fancy myself a 
bit of an expert on reversion from Christianity, 



having served as my own guinea pig 



witn 




ing 



firsthand the things that worked with me and those 



that didn't. 



■ 



imagine 




that 



most 



of the Westerners 



you 



encounter are not Christian, 



but 



it's often the 



Christians 



who 



are 



most 



willing to engage 



■ 



religious debate, or who are actively searchih 




n 



for 



answers. 



As I've often said, Islam is simply the most logical step 
after Christianity, so in a sense every Christian is 
ready! 



9 " I ■ - V Jj i ? W i fc 

Sad to say, as I slowly became hungry to Jearn more 
about Islam, there were a number of Muslims who 
actively 




my reversion 




the best of 



intentions but driving me from the Ummah as if with 
flaming swords. 
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Here's the short list based on my own (unpleasant) 
experiences: 




- Don't tell them that they're deluded, fooled, blind 
or stupid. (Did you really think this would make them 
want to convert?) [Quran, 25:63 




Don't rattle off a bunch of theological formulas 



that you don't even 




or accept yourself. 



Christians are already sick of hearing that kind of 



thin 




from other Christians. 




When you answer their questions don't make stuf^f 
up. Saying, " I don't know" does not make you look 
stupid Don't tell them anything about Islam unless 
you're sure it's true, otherwise jyou'l I have a mess to 

hterr out later, like spending a lot of time askin 
forgiveness from Allah 




i 









uran, 2:42] 





■ 




Don't tell them that they can't convert unless 



they're willin 





accept and live 




every ruling 



taught by every Shayk that's ever lived since the time 



of the Prophet (swt). Get real. [Quran, 2:4 ] 




Don't 



com 




close to them that your own deen is 




their 




(or lack thereof). 



[Quran, 3:118 ] 






- Don't get so fed 

justJ:hrow up your arms and walk away. Remember 
the patience and fortitude of your Prophet *(saws). 



7- Don't be a 




example of Muslim virtue. No, 



Christian girls are not to be treated like shameless 

Jezebels— they've been placed in your path so that 

can testify to them of the love of Allah {swt), 
your talk is not virtuous you will be misrepresent! n 

Islam. Believe me, your gentlemanly respect will be a 






breath of fresh air compared to what the/ re used to 
hearing from men in the West. 




Don't defend terrorists! No matter how 



0 



- 1 

are about Zionists and 



ngry you 




USA, remember that 






and! that 




never means 



random senseless violence. So don't act as 

if victims of terrorism got what they deserved. You 

or 

be 

of 





might be talking to someone who lost 

in terrorist attacks/ and 

you are trivializing 
their loved ones. If a Christian mentions terrorism to 




deeply hurt 





you, 
and 




■ 

point out that this is not true Islam, 



also that terrorist extremists represent 



extremely 



tiny 



proportion 



of 



those 



who 



an 
call 



themselves Muslims. 



Subhana Allah, inspite of all my bad experiences 



ended 



up 



meeting Muslims 



who 



helped 



me 



understand true Islam, and when I finally got it there 




was no contest Based on these wonderful brothers 
and sisters, for whom I thank Allah (swt) from my 
heart, here's a list of do's: 





■ 

be friends. Our Prophet (saws) 



gives 



a 



i 



wonderful example of Muslim 

for Muslims extending a hand 





not 

and 



scores of revert brothers' and sisters would still be 
living in darkness. Be careful, but be friends. 



■ 




Point out the ways in which they're already 



Muslim, for example, they 




Allah (swt), respect 



the teachings of Isa (saw), strive to 
and seek the truth. 






3- 




ain 





n 





Islam means and show them the 

about people of the scripture. 



Watch the scales slowly fall from their eyes, [Quran, 

5:83] i 



4- 



Show 



them 



the 



common 



ground 



between 



Judaism, 




and Islam ^the prophets, the 



teachings, and father Abraham, for example 




Encourage them 




to 



improve their conscious 



contact 



with 




Creator 



throu 





prayer 






contemplation, and study, Tell them that this is the 

same God as in Islam, and that it is 

hjm better and to have a close relationship with 
as He really is. Encourage them in any truth-seekin 

they pu rs u e, 

6- Make it easy. Don't make them think they have to 
know it all now to convert. Let them know that 
mistakes they make in ignorance will be forgiven as 
long as their intentions are good and they continu'e 
to strive. 

I 

■ 

■ 

- Be patient, kind, helpful, and good. This in itself is 




sometimes all 




takes 



many Christians 





» ■ ™ 

because of the beautiful character they see in 

Muslims. r ■ 

■ 

- Share your own personal experiences as a Muslim! 

can't stress this enough. Being sincere, honest, 
authentic and sharing your stories is one of the most 
effective tools of persuasion. 

9- Make dy4, and trust Allah (swt) to do the rest; 







r • ■ 

these things you 




be 




a firm 




foundation for Christians to understand and acce 
Islam. Those Christians who reject you now will go 
home with something important to think about and 
will continue to search. If you manage to win even 
one, 

added to the Ummah and 




reat will be your reward here (you will have 





have won a true 
and in the hereafter (I can't even begin to tell 



you). 



May Allah (swt) protect you, bless you, a nd guide you 

in your efforts to expand the Ummah and, deepen its 

knowledge of truth. ■ 



Jazaka Allah khayran 



Warda Krim 
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Abdullah narrated that the Messenger of Allah said: 

"The believer is neither a defamer nor a curser 
nor outrageous nor obscene. 11 
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